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FOREWORD »

Fuman 11fe, wath 1ts infinite complezities
and contradictions, presents a veritable raddle
which seems to baffle all solution, If it 18
sorrow and misery looked at fromone side, it
18 the basisof blissfulperfection and eternal
progresgion viewed from another. The polari-
ties of life are facts of experience and cannot
be expleaned away by reasoning. Some attempt
t0 brang them round to & higher synthesis where
sorrow and joy lose their known earthly values
and appear to assume a Diviné meaning, Others
however recognise the reality of both and
emphasise the brighter s1de of 1ife geeking to
draw out the best that 1t contains. They do not
lookupon sorrow as a necessary evil but es a
chastening pranciple intended for discipline
and purafication.

The following pages represent such an
attempt. The author, in elegant and easily
antelligible Sanskrait verses with a luminous
rendering into Hindi prose, tries to analyse
life a8 1t 15 found and places his yiews in
three parts before the readers for thesr appre—
ciation.

PART I deals wath the aim of lire g,nd ths
basis on which life with this aim deserves to
be founded, This basis 18 held o be Braghma-
charye or Restraint, on which every scheme ot
education, to be worth the name, mustbe based,

PART I1 dwells on the noble and ethical
qualities which form the backbone of s progre—
ssive lafe espiringafier spirituelperfect
These qualities include among others int
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of character, truthfulness, purity of heart,
fortitude, mental poise, vigilance and solf-
introspection. These constitute the Path which
leads to the Goal., It is a diffcult path, but
it has to be trodden by one in quest of Per-
fection and Blises.

PART III describes the highest stage of
life, where passions have been conquered and
tranquility achieved. This stage marks the
fulfilment of life, beingthe realisation of
its unity with the Highest Being Whose infi-
nite love, compassion and power are responsi~
Yle for the upkeep of creation.

The first emergence of 1ife out of primitive
matter, its papsage through different gredes
of matter and its transcendence inte Pure
Spirit in the end, with the possibility of
infinite {progression in future, have been
beautifully described.

The three stages of the learned author re~
mind one of the well-kmown three stages of the
Hystic Way, viz. Ffurgation, Illumination and
Unitive Lifo.

the work as throughout inspired by lofty
Vedic Idoalism and is a benutifnl handbook
which ought to be in the hands of every earnest
youth, et least of every Senskrit student. Be-
ing free from sectarien ideologics ond abs-
truse oxpressions of s technical nature it is
calculsted to be intelligible to all readers
end helpful to.those in pursuit of Truth, Good
and Beauty.

Varanasi Gopinath Kaviraj
11-9-1856 ( Mahamahopaahyaya, M, A., D, Lith. )
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